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National History Day 

 
 

Two of Mrs. Monetti's eighth grade 

students, Erin Legacki and Katie Dailey, 

researched, created and submitted an 

entry to New Jersey's National History 

Day (NHD) competition in the group 

website category. The theme of this 

year's contest, Exploration, Encounter 

and Exchange, was incorporated into 

their website featuring Amelia Earhart.  

 

Their entry will be judged in regional 

competition at Princeton 

University, March 5, 2016. Winners at 

the regional competition will be eligible 

for the state finals at William Paterson 

University in May and a chance at the 

week-long, final event at University of 

Maryland, College Park in June. 

 

CJMEA Region Band Auditions 

Congratulations to Katie Dailey and 
Amanda Hegadorn for auditioning for 
the CJMEA Region Band on January 
30th, 2016.  Both students had to 
memorize 9 major scales, prepare a full 

solo for their instrument, and sight-read 
at the audition.  The BCMS Music 
Department is extremely proud of Katie 
and Amanda for all their efforts these 
last few months in preparing for the 
audition.  They have elevated their level 
of musicianship in just preparing for 
these auditions which affects the Music 
Department in such a positive way. 

   

Mix It Up at Lunch Day  

6th grade students at Branchburg 

Central Middle School joined more than 

one million other students across the 

country on January 29th to help break 

down social and racial barriers by 

participating in the 14th annual Mix It 

Up at Lunch Day. 

The event, launched by the Southern 

Poverty Law Center’s Teaching 

Tolerance project in 2002, encourages 

students to sit with someone new in the 

cafeteria for just one day. Many schools 

plan similar barrier-busting activities 

throughout the day. 

In our surveys, students have identified 

the cafeteria as the place where 

divisions are most clearly drawn. On 

January 29th, during the 6th grade lunch, 

we asked students to move out of their 

comfort zones and connect with 

someone new over lunch. It’s a simple 

act with profound implications. Studies 



have shown that interactions across 

group lines can help reduce prejudice. 

When students interact with those who 

are different from them, biases and 

misperceptions can fall away. 

6th grade students at BCMS sat at tables 

by their birth month.  Students then 

discussed the topics in each box on a 

bingo board to compare similar 

answers. 

“Mix It Up is a positive step that schools 

can take to help create learning 

environments where students see each 

other as individuals and not just as 

members of a separate group,” said 

Teaching Tolerance Director Maureen 

Costello. “When people step out of their 

cliques and get to know someone, they 

realize just how much they have in 

common.” 

Donna Cardamone- 6th grade Social 

Worker Counselor 

 

Mathletes  

 
 
Our Mathletes finished the season at 
regionals with Ananya Gandhi bringing 
home the trophy for Best in School.  

 

 

 
 
And in a heated contest, with plenty of 
defensive and offensive plays, Alex 
Scholp won our in-school Mathcounts' 
Club Shuffleboard Championship.  

 

 

  



Restaurant Skits In French 

On Thursday and Friday, the 8th grade 

French students presented their 

restaurant skits in class.  In small 

groups over the past two weeks, they 

designed menus, wrote scripts, and 

brought in realistic props in order to 

create the ambiance of a French 

restaurant.  In the end, waiters, 

waitresses and diners came together to 

deliver their lines, order food, deliver it, 

criticize dishes and sometimes get into 

arguments over the quality of their 

(imaginary) food.  Their videos will be 

posted on Google Classroom. 

  

Lunch and Learn Guest Author 

 

Guest speaker and published author 
Moreen DuFermont came to visit a 
group of aspiring 8th grade 
writers.  During a "Lunch and Learn" 
session, she provided these students 
with great advice and valuable insight 
into the writing process. 

 

 


